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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
12/16 – Margie Hughes

IMPORTANT DATES
December 13, 2025

Willamette National 
Cemetery on Saturday, 

December 13, 2025, 
at 9:00 a.m.

December 13, 2025
Member Meeting

Installation of 2026 Officers
Holiday Party & $10 Max 

Gift Exchange
12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Margarita Factory
77 NE 4th Street

Gresham, OR 97030

Best Mexican Restaurant in 
Gresham, OR | Margarita 

Factory

January 28, 2026
Executive Board Meeting

1590 NE Burnside Rd.
Gresham, OR 97030

February 14, 2026
Member Meeting
11 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Margarita Factory
77 NE 4th Street

Gresham, OR 97030

December 13th Member Meeting!
You’re Invited: December Installation & 

Christmas Party! 

Mt. Hood Republican Women, mark your calendars! On 
Saturday, December 13th at 12:00 p.m., we’ll gather at 
the Gresham Margarita Factory for a double 
celebration you won’t want to miss.

We’re pushing back our usual meeting time to noon so 
that members can first attend the Wreaths Across 
America ceremony at 9:00 a.m., a meaningful way to 
honor our heroes before we come together to celebrate 
our own.

Honoring Heroes, 
Celebrating Community 

This year, our local ceremony will take place at Willamette National Cemetery on 
Saturday, December 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. We encourage all members, families, 
and friends to attend this moving tribute. It’s a chance to stand together in gratitude 
and remembrance and to show that we will never forget.

Immediately following the ceremony, join us for our Annual Member Christmas Celebration and 2026 Officer 
Installation at the Gresham Margarita Factory. Expect festive cheer, delicious food, and a joyful welcome to our 
newly elected officers. It’s the perfect way to wrap up a meaningful morning with laughter, connection, and holiday 
sparkle. Let’s honor, remember, and celebrate together.

Installation of 2026 Officers
Join us as we welcome our brand-new officers for 2026! Let’s cheer them on as they 
step into leadership and show heartfelt appreciation to our outgoing officers who’ve 
given so much of their time, energy, and humor to keep our club thriving.

Club Christmas Party – With a Twist!
After the installation, it’s time to jingle and mingle at our 2025 Christmas Party. This 

year, we’re adding a fun new spin: a $10 maximum gift exchange. Think 
of it as a challenge—how creative, quirky, or downright hilarious can you get for ten 
bucks or less?

Why You Shouldn’t Miss It
•Celebrate all the successes we achieved together in 2025. 
•Toast to new beginnings with our incoming officers. 
•Laugh, swap gifts, and enjoy the warmth of our community. 
•And let’s be honest… friends + Christmas cheer = the perfect combo. 
So, dust off your Santa hats, wrap up your most clever $10 gift, and come ready to 
eat, laugh, and celebrate. Let’s end 2025 with joy, gratitude, and a whole lot of fun—
together as the spirited community we are.
We can’t wait to see you there! 
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No Tax Oregon: A Victory for the People

the issue will now be placed on the November 2026 ballot, 
giving all Oregonians the chance to make their voices heard.
This movement—known as No Tax Oregon—is proof of what 
can happen when citizens unite with determination and 
purpose. Republicans across the state worked tirelessly to 
ensure that voters, not politicians, will have the final say on this 
costly bill.

Mt. Hood Republican Women Members working hard for 
the issue. 
We are especially proud of the role our own Mt. Hood 
Republican Women played in this effort. Our members and 
associates stepped up in a big way:
•Judy Masterman served as a team captain, leading with 
energy and commitment. 
•Wendy Young, Dacia Hanson, Curt Schulz, Ron & Crystal  
Moss, Michelle Cassel, and Lisa Cassel all volunteered their 
time to help gather signatures and meet the ambitious goal. 
Their dedication shows the strength of our community and the 
impact we can make when we work together.

In just two short weeks, the Republican 
Party of Oregon rallied together and 
achieved something extraordinary: more 
than 150,000 bipartisan signatures
were collected to stop the massive 
Transportation Bill before it could take 
effect in January 2026. Thanks to this 
incredible effort, the petitions will now go 
to be audited and there is a good chance

A Moment to Celebrate
This achievement is more than just 
numbers—it’s a testament to the power of 
grassroots action. We stood shoulder to 
shoulder, Republicans from every corner of 
Oregon, and proved that when citizens come 
together, we can accomplish great things.

As we look ahead to the 2026 ballot, let’s take a moment to 
celebrate this victory and the teamwork that made it possible. 
Together, we’ve shown that Mt. Hood Republican Women are 
not only a voice in our community but a force for change across 
the state.

The campaign to recall Oregon Governor Tina 
Kotek has officially fizzled. Launched in July 2025 
by William Minnix and the group Oregon for the 
People, the effort accused Kotek of violating her 
oath of office and prioritizing policies that critics 
said hurt veterans, families, and crime victims.

To succeed, organizers needed to gather 
292,933 valid signatures within 90 days. That 
deadline passed on October 27, 2025 without 
any signatures submitted to the Secretary of 
State. Minnix sought a federal court order to 
extend the deadline, but the request was denied. 
An appeal to the Ninth Circuit is pending, though 
legal experts say it is unlikely to succeed.

Why the Recall Failed
High Threshold: Nearly 300,000 signatures in 
90 days is a steep requirement, especially 
without major funding or infrastructure.
Limited Momentum: While frustrations with 
Kotek’s leadership exist, the recall did not gain 
the broad statewide support needed.
Historical Pattern: Oregon governors have 
faced recall petitions before, including Kate 
Brown, but none have ever reached the ballot.

What’s Next
No Recall Election: Kotek remains in office and 
continues to focus on transportation funding and 
other statewide priorities.
2026 Governor’s Race: Along with several 
othher candidates, our very own Republican 
Christine Drazan, who narrowly lost to Kotek in 
2022, has already announced a rematch 
campaign.
Lingering Discontent: Though the recall failed, 
the criticisms raised are likely to resurface in the 
upcoming election cycle.

Bottom line: The recall effort against Gov. Kotek 
collapsed without signatures, but the political 
tensions behind it are far from over. With the 
momentum Republicans put behind the 
transportation bill referendum, expect an
impassioned energy in the 2026 election.

Recall Effort Against
Gov. Tina Kotek 

Falls Short



Oregon’s long-running tolling saga has taken a dramatic turn. Earlier this year, Governor Tina Kotek and the 
Legislature repealed the 2017 tolling law, halting plans to charge drivers on I-5 and I-205. Instead, lawmakers 
passed a $300 million emergency transportation package that raises the gas tax by six cents, adds a $30 annual fee 
for electric vehicles, and increases registration and title fees. The move was framed as urgent to prevent layoffs at 
ODOT and keep roads maintained.

Public pushback was swift. Opponents argue the tax hikes burden working families, and Oregon Republicans have 
gathered enough signatures to put the measure on the November 2026 ballot. At the same time, a separate initiative 
seeks to require voter approval before any new tolls can be enacted, potentially closing the door on future tolling  
statewide.

For now, tolls remain off the table—except for the Interstate Bridge Replacement project between Portland and 
Vancouver, where tolling is still expected. The outcome of the 2026 ballot measures will be pivotal: if voters reject 
the tax hikes, Oregon may be forced to revisit tolls as a funding source. If the voter-approval initiative passes, tolling 
could be politically impossible. Either way, we as members of the Republican party, must continue to stand united to 
get the word out and petitions signed to ensure that Oregonians are not hit with taxes or tolls that we cannot afford.

What Tolling Would Mean for Drivers
Daily Costs: Commuters on I-205 and I-5 could have faced charges of $2–$5 per trip, adding up to hundreds of 
dollars annually for frequent travelers.
Equity Concerns: Critics warn that tolls would hit working families hardest, especially those without easy 
alternatives to freeway travel.
Traffic Shifts: Studies predict that drivers might divert to local roads to avoid tolls, increasing congestion in 
neighborhoods.
Bridge Crossing: Portland–Vancouver commuters will eventually pay tolls to cross the Columbia River.

2026 is shaping up as a make-or-break year for Oregon’s transportation funding. Whether through higher taxes, 
revived tolls, or new voter controls, due to the Republicans ability to rally and apply pressure, the state’s drivers will 
decide how to pay for the roads ahead.

www.MTHRW.org

December 2025
Volume 14, Issue 101

Newsletter by Lisa Cassel, MHRW President
Edited by Wendy Young

Oregon’s Tolling Debate: 
What’s Next for 2026?

When I first took the gavel from Clarice Moss, who led with strength and dedication for twenty years, I felt deeply 
intimidated. Clarice’s legacy loomed large, and I wondered how I could ever follow in her footsteps. But from the very 
beginning, it was the teamwork, wisdom, and encouragement of our extraordinary executive board that carried me 
forward. You educated me, challenged me, and inspired me. Together, we built three years of success that I will always 
treasure.

We celebrated victories, tackled challenges, and strengthened our voice in the community. More than anything, we 
proved that when women unite with purpose, conviction, and heart, we can accomplish remarkable things.
As I sign off, not only as your club president, but also as your newsletter writer, know that I am looking forward to 
continuing in a lesser role as treasurer. I will be here supporting your new president, Joanna Harbour, in any way I can. 
I have every confidence that Joanna will lead with vision and strength, and I am excited to see where she takes us 
next. Thank you for trusting me with this responsibility, for lifting me up when I doubted myself, and for reminding me 
that leadership is never about one person. It’s about all of us, working together. 

Farewell Message from the 
President, Lisa A. Cassel

As I step down after three and a half years as your 
president, my heart is full of gratitude. Serving this 
organization has been one of the greatest honors of my life.



Clackamas County
There’s volunteer options in Clackamas County!
Please think about applying to serve on one of the
many advisory boards and commissions that
communicate directly with Clackamas County Board
of Commissioners. This is a great experience that
will help guide our county. For more information,
please visit:
https://www.clackamas.us/pga/volunteering-in-
clackamas-county

Please Help our children succeed in school by 
contacting the Smart Program in your area.  Call 
Michelle Gilmore at 971-634-1628 or 
www.getSMARToregon.org for more information.  
We can’t let our children fall farther behind.

The best local publication in our area is the 
NORTHWEST CONNECTION.  It will be returning to 
newsstands, restaurants, and doctors’ offices soon, 
but can always be found online at: https://nw-
connection.com
It’s published quarterly. Subscribe by calling
503-328-8415 or write to PO Box 61, Troutdale, OR 
97060 for more information.

County Party Contacts
Clackamas -
https://www.clackamascountyrepublicans.org
Marion - http://www.marioncountygop.org
Multnomah - http://www.multco.gop
Washington - https://www.washco.gop
Oregon Republican Party - http://www.oregon.gop

MT Hood Republican Women’s
Executive Board Meeting
The MHRW Executive Board meets the last
Wednesday of every month at 11 am at Elmer’s,
1590 NE Burnside Rd, Gresham, OR 97030 to work
on future programs. If you have anything you would
like to add to this meeting, please contact us at
MTHRW@yahoo.com.

Beaverton Hillsboro Republican Women
Regular meetings are the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. If you would like to join them, you can reach 
them at https://www.bhrwf.org

East Clackamas County Republican Women
Regular meetings are the 4th Monday of the month.
If you would like to join them, you can reach them 
at neace26@gmail.com.

Republican Women Downtown Portland
Regular meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month. If you would like to join them, you can reach 
them at pjmorehouse-g@comcast.net.

Executive Club
The Executive Club meets the first Wednesday of
the month at 7 pm, at Tacho’s Restaurant, 515
Molalla Ave, in Oregon City. All are welcome!
Restaurant and (no host) bar will be open and
plenty of free parking is available. (Dinner from
5:30 - 7 pm) They have great speakers each
month! Join in for an interesting and lively
discussion! To receive their monthly newsletter,
email: tom@oregonexecutiveclub.org

Multnomah County
For volunteer options in Multnomah County or for 
more information about how to get involved, visit 
https://www.multco.us/services/volunteer-county

CLASSIFIEDS

Get Involved

We are continuing to grow our Facebook page. It’s easy to 
join! Find us at MT Hood Republican Women 

www.facebook.com/groups/641671717224559/

Discover Unique Treasures
at Our Boutque!

We would like to invite you to explore our online 
boutique at https://www.mthrw.org/boutique.html! This is 
not just a shopping experience, but a wonderful 
opportunity to support the Mt. Hood Republican Women 
(MTHRW) and treat yourself to some delightful items.
Our boutique has some charming accessories, gift 
cards, and membership options. Plus, every purchase 
you make helps fund our community projects, support 
candidates, and further our mission.



Join Us
Complete the form below and return it to us to start your membership today!

Become a Primary Member - Any Republican Woman who believes in the principles of the Republican Party 

and supports the objectives and policies of this organization is eligible for primary membership.

Become an Associate Member – Any woman who is a primary member of another Oregon Federation of 
Republican Women’s Club or any Republican man who believes in the principles of the Republican Party and 

supports the objectives and policies of this organization is eligible for associate membership.

MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT

MT. HOOD REPUBLICAN WOMEN
PO Box 2245 / Gresham, OR 97030 / MTHRW@yahoo.com

For Year: ____________

Name: ________________________________________________

Address:
_______________________________________________________

Phone:
Home: ______________________ Cell: ______________________

Email: ________________________________________________

Birth month: ________ Birth date:__________ (we do not need the year)

Circle One
Regular Member Associate Member

Dues: $50 Dues: $20

For Mt Hood Treasurer’s Use Only

Date Paid: ____________ Amount Paid: _____________

Method of Payment: Check #:___________ Cash:_____ Card:_____

Received By: ________________________________

Receipt Below
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Member Name______________________ Regular_____ Associate____

Date Paid____________________ Amount Paid ____________

Received by ____________________________________

Visit our website at www.mthrw.org to complete online.


